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Project Overview 

ABOUT THE 

NATIONAL ACADEMY 

 

The National Academy of 

Public Administration is a 

non-profit, independent 

organization of top public 

management and 

organizational leaders who 

tackle the nation’s most 

critical and complex public 

management challenges.  

With a network of more 

than 900 distinguished 

Fellows and an 

experienced professional 

staff, the National 

Academy is uniquely 

qualified and trusted across 

government to provide 

objective advice and 

practical solutions based 

on systematic research and 

expert analysis.  

Established in 1967 and 

chartered by Congress in 

1984, the National 

Academy continues to 

make a positive impact by 

helping federal, state and 

local governments respond 

effectively to current 

circumstances and 

changing conditions.  

Learn more about the 

National Academy and its 

work at 

www.NAPAwash.org 

The International Life Sciences Institute (ILSI) is a nonprofit, worldwide organization 
whose mission is to provide science that improves human and environmental health. 
For 40 years, ILSI has addressed problems in food, nutrition and environmental sciences 
by engaging experts in academia, government and industry. Since 2007 ILSI’s largest 
branch, ILSI North America has worked extensively with federal agencies and scientific 
professional societies to develop a framework—the Guiding Principles for Private 
Funding of Food Science and Nutrition Research (the Guiding Principles)—to ensure 
scientific integrity within multi-sector food and nutrition research partnerships.  These 
Guiding Principles were simultaneously published in six high-impact peer-reviewed 
journals with the expectation that all of ILSI North America’s research activities are 
conducted in this manner. 
 
ILSI North America engaged the National Academy of Public Administration (the 
Academy) to conduct an in-depth analysis of its projects from 2013 to 2017 in 
comparison to the Guiding Principles. The purpose of the review was to provide 
objective, external verification that all research activities conducted at ILSI North 
America adhered to the Guiding Principles.  
 
In order to conduct this study, the Academy formed an Expert Advisory Group (EAG) 
consisting of three distinguished Academy Fellows with a broad range of relevant skills 
to guide this study. The EAG provided guidance to a four-member professional Academy 
study team. The study team performed both primary and secondary research to develop 
findings and recommendations. The study team conducted a thorough and rigorous 
review of ILSI North America’s contracts/grant agreements and policy manual to 
determine their adherence to the Guiding Principles. Additionally, the study team 
interviewed several principal investigators and ILSI North America officials to gain their 
insights into the thoroughness with which ILSI North America upholds its Guiding 
Principles. Moreover, the study team also researched best practices in the areas of 
scientific integrity, ethics, and transparency to glean lessons learned and practices that 
might be instructive to ILSI North America.  
 
In the final report, the Academy presents detailed analysis of ILSI North America’s 
contracts, publications, and policy guidance and provides recommendations to further 
improve the clarity and consistency of the organization’s contractual and policy 
requirements, enhance internal control, and strengthen its reputation for scientific 
integrity. In addition, the Academy identifies a number of structural and process issues 
that have the potential to significantly enhance the organization’s ability to protect the 
credibility of its research activities.   

International Life Sciences Institute North America 
Scientific Integrity Review 
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http://ilsina.org/our-work/scientific-integrity/


  EXPERT ADVISORY GROUP 

 

Mridul Gautam,* serves as the vice president for research and innovation and a professor of 

mechanical engineering at the University of Nevada, Reno. Prior to joining the University in October 

2013, he served as the associate vice president for research at West Virginia University (WVU) as well 

as the vice president for the WVU Research Corporation.  As a member of the President's Council, 

Gautam advises on major policy issues affecting the University and serves as the institutional official. 

He provides leadership for articulating and implementing a shared vision for research and addresses 

state and national issues of compelling interest to the research community. His office strives to support 

world-class research and discovery, innovation and commercialization.  Dr. Gautam oversees the 

support organizations that assist University researchers both in obtaining and managing funding and in 

conducting research with integrity in a safe and healthy environment. He has also served on an 

international panel to evaluate the quality of research in Italian Universities and research institutes.) 

  

Sally Jaggar,* Project Director, National Academy of Public Administration,  Strategic Advisor and 

Project Lead, Zelos, LLC. Former Senior Advisor, National Academy of Public Administration; 

Project Lead, KAA Federal Solutions, Inc.; Senior Strategic Advisor, Partnership for Public Service; 

Former Managing Director, U.S. Government Accountability Office; Principal, Birch & Davis 

Associates, Inc; Principal, Arthur Young & Company. 

  

David Weimer,* Edwin E. Witte Professor of Political Economy, Robert M. La Follette School of 

Public Affairs, University of Wisconsin- Madison. Former positions with University of Wisconsin: 

Field Chair, Political Methodology; Glenn B. and Cleone Orr Hawkins Professorship; Field Chair, 

American Politics; and Distinguished Visiting Professor. Former positions with the University of 

Rochester: Acting Director, Public Policy Analysis Program; Director of Graduate Studies, 

Department of Political Science; Research Fellow, Rochester Center for Economic Research; 

Professor of Political Science and Public Policy; Associate Professor of Political Science; Deputy 

Director, Public Policy Analysis Program; Assistant Professor of Political Science; and Instructor in 

Political Science. Former positions with Lingnan College, Hong Kong: Visiting Professor, Faculty of 

Social Sciences, and Director, Center for Public Policy Studies. Former Economist, Office of Policy, 

Planning and Analysis, U.S. Department of Energy. Former positions at University of California-

Berkeley: Teaching Fellow and Teaching Assistant, Graduate School of Public Policy. 
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Teresa W. Gerton, President and CEO 

Brenna Isman, Director of Academy Studies 

Chloe Yang, Project Director 

Kate Connor, Research Analyst 

Amanda Zink, Research Associate 

 

 


